[Epi-LASIK, a novel surface photoablation technique].
To analyze the results of myopic epi-LASIK treatment. Retrospective study on 55 eyes of 29 patients having undergone epi-LASIK with the Gebauer epikeratome and the Nidek EC-5000 excimer laser. The eyes were sorted into four groups depending on the degree of myopic spherical equivalence. Postoperative pain was assessed on a visual analog scale and haze was graded clinically on a scale from 0 to 5. The mean maximal postoperative pain during the first 24 h was graded 2.65. It was minor or absent in 41.5% of eyes. Haze was noted in 49.1% of eyes at month 3. It never exceeded 2. Epi-LASIK is more reproducible than LASEK. However, like LASEK, it does not prevent postoperative pain. Haze was also observed, although it was less frequent and intense than with photorefractive keratectomy, according to the literature. Randomized comparative double-blind studies are needed to prove that epi-LASIK is more effective and safer than the other surface laser photoablation procedures.